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Compact Fluorescent Bulbs Save Money

Increasing your lighting efficiency is one of the fastest ways to decrease your energy bills.  If you replace 25% of your lights in high use areas with fluorescents, you can save about 50% of your lighting energy bill.
Fluorescent lamps are much more efficient than a standard bulb and last 6 to 10 times longer.  Although fluorescent and compact bulbs are more expensive than incandescent bulbs, they pay for themselves over their lifetime.
Compact fluorescent lamps radiate a different light spectrum than that of regular incandescent lamps by using a gas filled tube.  The gas in the tube glows with ultraviolet light when electricity flows through it.  This in turn ignites the phosphor coating on the inside of the tube.  Here are some additional facts about CFLs.
· Last up to 10 times longer than standard incandescent bulbs
· Use 1/3 the energy of ordinary bulbs
· Save an average of $30 each or more in the costs of their lifetime; change five bulbs to CFLs and save more than $150
· Convenient to use in hard to reach places because of their long life
· Provide the same amount of light as standard incandescent bulbs, but use fewer watts of energy
· CFLs produce less heat and will reduce the load on your cooling system in the summer
CFLs should be used where they will get the most energy savings.  Replace bulbs where lights are on the most such as your family and living rooms, the kitchen, dining and porch. 
Lastly, CFLs can also be chosen in a wide variety of shades and colors.  For a whiter look chose bulbs marked 3500-4100K.  For bluer white light, look for bulbs marked 5000-6500K.  
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Choosing the Right Color
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